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ELECTICN COMMISSION OF INDIA

MWirvachan Sadan,
Ashoka Road,
Mew Delhi—110001,

Mo. 43?,-‘5_{93-?3-1[;’52{19 Dated the 31st December, 1993,

To
1. The Cabinet Secretary,
Cabinet Secretariat,
Rashtarpati Bhawan,
New Delﬁhi.

2. The Secretary to the Government
of India,
Minisiry of Home Affairsg,
MNorth Block, New Delhi.

3. The Chief Electoral Officers of
all States and Union Territories.

4, The Chief Secretaries of all
States and Union Territories.

Subject :—General Elections and Bye-clections—Instructions in connection with the visite of Ministers
and the use of official wehicles.

sir, Y e

I am directed to state that in the interests of (ree and fair elections and the observance of
obsolute rectitude on the pert of the Administration during the general elections and bve-elections,
the Commission. on the basis of the experience gained during the recently-concluded general
elections to the Legislative Assemblies of Himachal Pracesh, Madhya Pradesh, Mi2oram, Rajasthan,
Uttar Pradesh and National Capital Territory of Delhi held in MNovember, 1993, has decided to
further amplify, implement and enforce the instructions regarding use of official aircrafis, vehicles
belonging to the Government, Public Undertakings, Local Bodie: and has issued the following

instructions.

2. The Commission reiterates the total and a2bsolute ban on the vse of official vehicles
for compaignirg, clectioneering or election related tiavel during clections and directs that, in
superseasion of all instructions on the subject, there will be a 1otal prohibition on the use of
any vehicles such as helicopters, aircrafis, cars, jecps. any suicmobile, boat, hovercrafts etc.
belonging to the (1) Central Governmert, (2) State Government, {3) Public Undertakings of
the Central and State Government, Joint Sector Undertaking of Certizland State Government,
Local Bodies, Corporations, Municipalitics, Marketing Boards Cooperative. Societies, Autono mous
District Courncils or any other body in which public funds, howscever :hall a portion of the
total, are invested, for any purpo:e¢ cornected which the clectiors by any political party,
candidate or any other person connected with the election. The use of such vchicles belonging
to any of these authorities by any one including Ministers of the Ceniral or 2 State Government
even on payment for campaigning or on tours connecied with elections put with the alleved
and bogusly certified purpose of official work in their capacity as Ministers is totally prohibited
and will be a gross violation of the Model Cod. of Conduct and also the instructions of the
Commission on the prohibition of use of vchicles belonging to Gobernment and Loecal Bodies
etc.
3. Theoculy exception will be in the case of the Prime Minister who is governed by
securily instructions which will override all other consideration.

4. Mothing in the foregoing paragraphs shall be treated as an excuse or a pretex
for not making available vehicles as aforementioned belenging te the Central Government, State
Goveroment, Public Underiakings of the Central Govermeri and State Government, Joint
Sector Undertakings of the Central & State Government, Local Bodies, Corporations, Munei-
palities, Marketing Boards, Cooperative Societies, Autonomous Disirict Councils or any other
body in which public funds, howsouver a small a portion of the total, invested as detailed in
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- 5. For the purpo:e of these imtiveticns, ‘vehicle” means, and * shall irclude, any
vehicle used or capable of beirg vsed for the purpose of transport. whether propelled by
mechanical power or otherwise ard will include trucks, lorries, tempos, jeeps, ears, auto-rickshwas,
buces, aircraflts, helicopters, ships, bonts, hovercrafis and al! erd any other wehicles belonging to
the (1) Central Government, (2) State Government, (3) Fublic Undertzairg of the Central
and State Government, (4) Joint Sector Undertakings of Central Government & State Government
(5) Local Bodies, (6) Muncipal Corporations, (7) Muncipalities, (8) Marketing Boards, (by
whatever name known), (9) Cooperative Sccieties, (10) . Autonomous- District Councils: or any other
body in which public funds howsoever small a portion of the total are invested and also belonging to
the Ministry of Delence and the Central Police Organisation under the Minisfry of Home Affairs
and State Governments.

6. In case of any doubt regarding the application of the ban instructions, the matter should
be referred to the Commission for written order:,

T. Itis “clarified that the ban on  the use of wehicles will equally apply tothe
vehicles in or from any - States not going to the polls but whose -vehicles ar® attempted to be used
for campaign either openly or clandestinely in any other States going to poll. The Chief Secretary
of each State/Union Territory will be personally responsible fur preventing misuse of any vehicle within
his State and the Secretary to the Government of India in the concerned Department will be personally
responsible for any misuse of any vehicle under that Ministry/Department and also belonging to any
of the public sector or joint Sector Undertakings or Autonomous Bodies or attached and subordinate
offices under that Ministry/Department. The officers nnder which-charge such .vehicles are entrusted
will also be equally responsible for any violation.

8., The Commission has further ditected that from the date of press announcement  of
clections t0 the date of completion of election :—

(i) Ministers/non  official Chairmen/Directors of Government Bodies visiting a district/
constituency should not be provided with official transport or declared as State Guests.
If Government accommodation 8 provided, they should be charged at [ull normal
rates ;

(ii} Ministers/non official Chairmen/Dircctors of Government Bodies are prohibited from
using Gc:vzrnrqenr vehicles to  visit a distiict or entertain at Government exXpenses
during the period of elections ;

(ii)) Ministers/non offieial Chairmen/Directors of Government Bodies . visiting a district
should not conveme any meeting of officers at district level :

(iv) Ministers/non official Chairmen/Directors of Government Bodies who are also candi-
dates, are prohibited from taking their staff who are paid by the Government, on
tour to their comstituencies.

9. The above directions of the Commission are issued under the powers conferred on it
by Article 324 ofthe Constitution and all other powers enabling it in that behalfl and should be
treated -as standing instructions of the Commission.

10. These should be brought to the notice of all concerned and a copy of the instructions -
issued as a follow up may be endorsed to the Commission without fail.

11. Kindly acknowledge receipi.

Yours faithfully,
Sdf-

(K.P.G. KUTTY)
Secretary
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