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Copy of Punjab Government Circular letter No. 12897-G-54/1775. dated 18th January, 1955 from the
Chief Secretary to Governmets, Punjab, addressed to all Heads ¢f Department ete., efe.

Subjec t:—Prohibition of plural marriages by Government servants.

1 am directed to say that in the I. A. §. (Recruitment) Rules. 1954, recently published, the
Government of India have provided that no person who has more than wne wife living shall be cligible
for oppoint to  the service; provide that the Central Government may il satisfied. that there a6
special grounds for doing so, exempt any peson from the opcration of this provision. In the
same way, it has been laid down in the LA.S, {Conduct) Rules, 1954, that no Government servant
who has a wife living shall contract  another marriage without first obtaining the permission of the
Governmeat of India, notwithstanding that such marriage is permissible under the personal law for
the time being apphcable tc him. The Govarment of Irdia have alse decided Lhet the prirciples
embodicd in the above provisions contained in the all India Serviee Rules she uld also govern 1he
recuitment and conditicns of Service  of other Central Government Servenis srd they propese to
include a provision similar to that in the I.A.S. (Conduct), Rules, 1954 teferred 1o above in there
revised Government Seivants Conduct Rules and the other prevision in the various werviee rules.
Mcanwhile they have decided that these principles should be observed as if the relevant vules had
in fact been amended 1n this respect.

2. The Purjab Government have after due consideraticn decided to make similar provizien
for governing the recruitment and condition of service of State Gevernment servants and Lo amend ithe
Government Servants Conduct Rules as well as the relevant rules in this b hall. Naturally, ip respect
of such Government servants, the requisite permission for remarrige would be of the State Govern-
ment. Since all this will take time, 1t has been deeided  that, perding formal itcorperation of these
provisions in the relevant rules, the prirciples thereof should be ob erved 2 s the relevert rules
had in fact been amended in this sense. The decision may kindly be made known to all existing -
Ployees and effect may be given to it for jhwith.
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