Lok Sabha Election-2024

No. 4/50/2024-1Election
HARYANA GOVERNMENT
Chief Secretary’s Office
(Election Branch]

Dated: Chandigarh, the 8th May, 2024

To

1 All the Administrative Secretaries to Government of Haryana.

2. All the Heads of the Departments in the State of Haryana.

3. The Managing Directors/ Chief Administrators of all the Boards/ Corporations in
the State of Haryana.

4. All the Divisional Commissioners in the State of Haryana.

5. All the Deputy Commissioners in the State of Haryana.

Subject: - Filing of Affidavit by candidates at an election-‘No Dues Certificates’
regarding.
Sir/Madam,

I am directed to refer to the subject noted above and to forward herewith a copy
of instructions on issuance of ‘No Dues Certificates to candidates’ received from Election
Commission of India vide letter No. 3/ER/2023/SDR/Vol.lV, dated 3™ May, 2024 for immediate
and strict compliance.

s The copy of this letter alongwith its enclosures is available at website:
csharyana.gov.in under Election Branch.

Yours faithfully,
ﬂz’:»’/«,?»#
Superintendg}n Electiong
Endst. No. 4/50/2024-1Election Dated: Chandigarh, the 8th May, 2024
A copy is forwarded to the Election Commission of India, Nirvachan Sadan,
Ashoka Road, New Delki=110001 w.r.t. their No. 3/ER/2023/SDR/VollV, dated 34 May, 2024 for
information.
B
Superintendent Election A
Endst. No. 4/50/2024-1Election Dated: Chandigarh, the 8th May, 2024

Ac S forwarded to the Chief Electoral Officer, Haryana for information and
necessary actio

Superintendent Election
A copy is forwarded to the followings for immediate and strict compliance.

| in the matter-
To
%dditional Chief Secretary to Govt. Haryana, PW (B&R) and Architecture Department.
2. A

dditional Chief Secretary to Govt. Haryana, Public Health Engineering Department and
Energy Department.

B~

j Superintendént Electior@/_

U.0. No. 4/50/2024-1Election Dated: Chandigarh, the 8th May, 2024



ELECTION COMMISSION OF INDIA

Nirvachan Sadan, Ashoka Road, New Delhi-110001
No. 5/ER/2023/SDR Vol v Dated: 39 May, 2025

To

The Chief Secretaries of
All States and Union Territorjes

Subject: I iling of Affidavit by candidate at an election- ‘No Dues Certificate’ regarding.
Madam/Sir,

no. dated 06.03.2024 (copy enclosed) and to State that a candidate who files his
nomination paper during an election to the Parliament and State Legislature has also to
file an Affidavit in Form 26 before the Returning Officer concerned under the provisions

3. It is further Specified that the ‘Ng Dues Certificate’, wherever applicable, has to be
submitted before the Returning Officer along with the Affidavit latest by 3:00 PM on the
last date of making nominations in the constituency concerned.

4. In view of the above, if the candidate is not abje to provide ‘No Dues Certificate’
even after he has cleared all such dues towards the said government accommodation, this
80Cs against his candidatyure at the time of scrutiny of nominations, There is no respite to
the candidate even if he submits ‘No Dues Certificate’ after expiry of the statutory period

ot filing of neminations in the constituency concerned.
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5. During ongoing elections to the Lok Sabha, 2024, it has come to the notice of the
Election Commission that an intending candidate could not obtain “No Dues Certificate”

6. Having considered the possibility of serioug implications on account of inaction or
delayed action by the agencies/authorities/departments concerned and to protect
Statutory right of the candidate to contest the election, the Commission directs that
suitable instructions may be issued to these agencies/authorities/departments to
immediately provide/ensure the following, if approached by any intending candidate: -

(a) Issue  “No  Dues Certificate” by 4 the  concerned
agencies/ authorities/departments to such person within 48 hours of the receipt
of the request letter in case where dues are not pending or are not due by law.

(b) Provide details of dues acerued to such persons within 48 hours of submitting
of application to the agencics/authorities/departments.

(¢) Issue ‘No Dues Certificate’ by the agencies/ authorities/departments within 24
hours of clearing of dues, if any, as communicated as per (b) above, by such
persons on submitting of application.
7. An institutionalized mechanism shall be put in place immediately after
promulgation of Modal Code of Conduct and a nodal officer shall be appointed to receive

and handle such requests from prospective candidate(s) and work as a sinele window

system to dispose off applications as per timelines provided in para 6 above,

8. These instructions  shall be brought to the notice of the

dcpartments/authorities/ agencies concerned immediately for compliance.

Yours sincerely,

(S. B Joshi)

Principal Secretary
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Email Sh. T.V.S.N Prasad, IAS

Filing of Affidavit by candidate at an election- "No Dues Certificate’ regarding

From : hry elect <hry_elect@yahoo.com> Fri, May 03, 2024 04:32 PM
Subject : Filing of Affidavit by candidate at an election- *No P
Dues Certificate’ regarding 2 attachments

To : Sh. T.V.S.N Prasad, IAS <cs@hry.nic.in>,
cselectiond@gmail.com, Shubh Karan
<supservicesz.cso@hry.gov.in>

Reply To : Election Head Office <hry_elect@yahoo.com>

Sir/Madam,
Please download the attachment letter dated 03.05.2024 as received from the Election
Commission of India.

With Regards,

Office of Chief Electoral Officer, Haryana
3rd Floor, 30 Bays Building,

Sector-17-B, Chandigarh - 160017
Contact : 0172 - 2701200

Website : https://www.ceoharvana.qov.in/_

----- Forwarded message —--
From: Election Head Office <hry_elect@yahoo.com>

To: DC Karnal <dckri@hry.nic.in>; dc.charkhidadri-hry@gov.in <dc.charkhidadri-hry@gov.in>; DC Bhiwani
<dcbhw@hry.nic.in>; DC Charkhi Dadri <decharkhidadri@gmail.com=; DC Kaithal <dckti@hry.nic.in>; DC
Palwal <dcpwl@hry.nic.in>; DC Narnaul <denri@hry.nic.in>; DC Jhajjar <dcjjr@hry.nic.in>| denuh
<denuh@hry.nic.in>; DC Sirsa <desrs@hry.nic.in>; DC Sonipat <dcsnp@hry.nic.in>, DC Ambala
<dcamb@hry.nic.in>; DC Gurgaon <dcgrg@hry.nic.in>; DC Rohtak <dcroh@hry.nic.in>; DCPanipat
<dcpnp@hry.nic.in>; D Ctaridabad <dcfbd@hry.nic.in>; DC Rewari <dcrwr@hry.nic.in>; DC Fatehabad
<dcftb@hry.nic.in>; DC Yamuna Nagar <deynr@hry.nic.in>; DC Panchkula <dcpki@hry.nic.in>; DC Jind
<dcjnd@hry.nic.in>; DC Hisar <dchsr@hry.nic.in>; DC Kurukshetra <dckrk@hry.nic.in>; ELT Kurukshetra
<elt_kkr@yahoo.in>; ELT Bhiwani <elt_bhw@yahoo.in>; District Election Office Charkhi Dadri Dadri
<elt_dadri@yahoo.com=; ELT Jind JIND <elt_jnd@yahoo.in>; ELT Sonipat <elt_son@yahoo.in>; ELT
Fatehabad <elt_ftb@yahoo.in>; ELT Palwal <elt_pal@yahoo.in>; ELT Faridabad <elt_frd@yahoo.in>; ELT
Kaithal <elt_kti@yahoo.in>; Elt Ambala <eltambala@gmail.com=; Karnal <electionkarnal@gmail.com>;
electionstoreamb75@yahoo.com <electionstoreamb75@yahoo.com=, ELT Rewari <elt_rwr@yahoo.in>;
ELT Rohtak <elt_roh@yahoo.in>; ELT Sirsa <elt_srs@yahoo.in>; ELT Panipat <elt_pnp@yahoo.in>; ELT
Karnal <electionkarnal@yahoo.in>; Ro Ambala <roambalapolling@gmail.com>; ELT Gurgoan
<elt_grg@yahoo.in>; ELT Hisar <elt_hsr@yahoo.in>; ELT Mewat <elt_mew@yahoo.in>; ambala
<elt_amb@yahoo.in>; ELT Panchkula <elt_pkl@yahoo.in>; ELT Yamunanagar <elt_ynr@yahoo.in>; ELT
Jhajjar <elt_jjr@yahoo.in>; ELT Ambala <elt_ambala@yahoo.in>; ELT Mahendragarh <elt_mah@yahoo.in>;
Election Store <electionstore08@gmail.com>; sdm karnal@hry.nic.in <sdm.karnal@hry.nic.in>

Sent: Friday, 3 May, 2024 at 03:41:18 pm IST
Subject: Filing of Affidavit by candidate at an election- ‘No Dues Certificate’ regarding

Sir/Madam,

Please download the attachment letter dated 03.05.2024 as received from the Election
Commission of India for immediate necessary action. You are also requested to bring
the contents of this letter to the notice of all concerned.



With Regards,

Office of Chief Electoral Officer, Haryana
3rd Floor, 30 Bays Building,

Sector-17-B, Chandigarh - 160017
Contact : 0172 - 2701200

Website : ﬁ@gg;[/www,ceoharvana.gov.in/_‘

— 06.03.2024_ Consolidated instructions on Affidavit.pdf
9 MB

~— No Dues Certificate CEOs- 03.05.2024 (2).pdf
186 KB
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ELECTION COMMISSION OF INDIA

Nirvachan Sadan, Ashoka Road, New Delhi-110001 .
No. 3/ER/2023/SDR/Vol.IV Dated: 3 May, 2024

t: Filing of Affidavit by candidate at an election- ‘No Dues Certificate' regarding.

I am directed to refer to the Commission’s instructions contained in letter of even

lfkb no. dated 06.03.2024 (copy enclosed) and to state that a candidate who files his

< nomination paper during an election to the Parliament and State Legislature has also to

file an Affidavit in Form 26 before the Returning Officer concerned under the provisions

of Section 33A of the Representation of the People Act, 1951. As per the directions of the

f, Supreme Court in various judgments the Affidavit so submitted should be completely
S # = filled in and no column should be left blank.

2, As per the directions of the Delhi High Court in judgment dated 07.08.2015 in

'L;p_}w WP(C) no. 4912/1998 (Krishak Bharat Vs Uol & ors.) a candidate who has been in
ot;- g occupation of accommodation provided by the Government any time during the last 10
4 years before the date of notification of the election has to give details of the government

¢ LQQGH“t:Iues accrued to him of various departments dealing with government accommodation i.e.
towards (a) rent, (b} electricity charges, (¢) water charges and (d) telephone charges. The
date of ‘No Dues Certificate’ should be the last date of the third month prior to the month

/”’9;}9 in which election is notified or any date thereafter.

[5 3 It is further specified that the ‘No Dues Certificate’, wherever applicable, has to be
submitted before the Returning Officer along with the Affidavit latest by 3:00 PM on the

last date of making nominations in the constituency concerned.

4. In view of the above, if the candidate is not able to provide ‘No Dues Certificate’
even after he has cleared all such dues towards the said government accommodation, this
goes against his candidature at the time of scrutiny of nominations. There is no respite to
the candidate even if he submits ‘No Dues Certificate’ after expiry of the statutory period

of filing of nominations in the constituency concerned.
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5. During ongoing elections to the Lok Sabha, 2024, it has come to the notice of the
Llection Commission that an intending candidate could not obtain “No Dues Certificate™
from concerned authorities and therefore could not file the same with respect to the (a)
rent, (b) electricity charges, (c) water charges and (d) telephone charges, even after the
candidate had supposedly cleared all such dues. Such instances may causc significant loss
not only to the aspiring candidates but also to the political parties and clectorate of the
constitueney concerned and undermines the principles of participatory electoral

democracy.

6. Having considered the possibility of serious implications on account of inaction or
delayed action by the agencies/authorities/departments concerned and to protect
statutory right of the candidate to contest the election, the Commission directs that
suitable instructions may be issued to these agencies/authorities/departments to
immediately provide/ensure the followi ng, if approached by any intending candidate: -

(a) Issue *No Dues Certificate” by  all the concerned
agencies/authoritics/departments to such person within 48 hours of the receipt
of the request letter in case where dues are not pending or are not due by law.

(b) Provide details of dues accrued to such persons within 48 hours of submitting
of application to the agencies/authorities/departments.

(¢} Issue "No Dues Certificate’ by the agencies/authorities /departments within 24
hours of clearing of dues, if any, as communicated as per (b) above, by such
persons on submitting of application.
7. An institutionalized mechanism shall be put in place immediately after
promulgation of Modal Code of Conduct and a nodal officer shall be appointed to receive
and handle such 1equests from prospective candidate(s) and work as a single window

system to dispose off applications as per timelines provided in para 6 above.

8. These  instructions  shall be brought to the notice of the

departments/authorities/agencies concerned immediately for compliance.

Yours sincerely,

dst

(S. B. Joshi)
Principal Secretary

Copy to :- The Chief Electoral Officers of all States/UTs
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ELECTION COMMISSION OF INDIA
. Nirvachan Sadan, Ashoka Road, New Delhi-110001
No. YER2MISDRVoLIV R s = ]
To,

The Chief Electoral Officers of
All States and Union Territories

Subject: Affidavit to be filed by candidates along with nominstion paper- reg.
Ref:

{i) No. YER/2003/35-11 dated 27 March, 2003

{ii} No. J/ER/2003/18-11 dated 07" Ay gust, 2003

(i} No. 3/ER/2004/1S-11 dated 05 March, 2004

() No. /ER/2004/35-11 dated 61 April, 2004

{vi No. 3/ER/2004/18-11 dated 02 Jupe, 2004

(vi} No. 3/ER/2005/15-11 dated 17% January, 2006

(vii}  No, J/ER/2008/S-11 dated G4 Iy by, 2008

{viit}  No. 3/ER/2009/8DR dated 21# March, 2009

{ixj  No. 3/ER/2009/SDR dated 3" April, 2009

{x} No. 3/ER/201 1/SDR dated 23 March, 2009

{xi} No. 3/ER/201 1/SDR dated pgh February, 2011

(xiiy  No. 3/ER/201 I/SDR dated 25% February, 2011

(xitly  No. 3/ER/2011/SDR dated 16 March, 201

(3iv} N YER2011/8DR dated 01* June, 2011

(xv)  No. ¥ER/201 1/SDR 2™ June, 20%1

(xvi}  No. 3ER/201 1/SDR dated 01 September. 201 |

(xvii} No. 3/ER/201 HSDR dated 1% January, 2012

(xviii} No, J/ER/2012/SDR dated 02" July, 2012

{xix)  No. 34/2012/SDR dated 24" August, 2012

{xx} No. 34201 2/8DR dated 26 September, 2012 (two Ietices)

{xxi)  No. JER/2011/SDR dated 12% October, 2012

(xxii) No. 376/3/2013/SDR dated 2% lanuary, 2613

(axiii}  No. 34201 2/SDR dated 200 February, 2013

{xxiv} No. 3/ER/2013/SDR dated (20 June, 2013

(xxv] No. 3T6/3/2013-8DR dated 10¢ September, 2013

(xxvi) No. $76/3/2013/SDR dated 13* November, 2013

{(xxvit) No. J/ERZ201USDR Vol.-V dated 039 March. 2014

tasviti) No. J/ER/Z014/SDR/ Vol 1 dated 190 March, 2014

(xxix) No. ¥ER/2014/SDR/Vol.I dated 17th April, 2014

(xxx)  No. 30911/2004-1.8.-1 dated 4th February, 2016

{xxxf) Wo. VER/2016/SDR dated 318t May, 2016

{xaxily No. JER/ECU/LET/FUNCHUD/SDR/2016 dated 18.08.2016

{oxxiiy No. 4ECVLET/FUNCAUD/SDR/2017 dated 16th Janvary, 2017

{xxxiv}y No. 576/372017-8DR dated 26th July, 2017

(xxxv)  No. JER/ECVLET/FUNC/IUD/SDR/ Vol 1V/2017 dated 16" Ociober, 2017

(xxxvi) No. 576/3/2018/SDR dated 16 April, 2018

(xxxvii) No. 3/4/2017/SDR/Vol.ll dated 100 Ociober, 2018 (Partially)

(xexviii}No. 3/4/2019/SDR-Vol.I dated 28" February.2019

(xxxix) No. 3/ER/2023/SDR-Vol.1V dated 19% March, 2020

{xh Ne. 3/ER/Z020/SDR/ Vol dated 015 Uetober, 2020, and

(xli)  Neo. 3/ER/2022/SDR dated 26T February, 2022
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Madamy/Sir,

{ am directed 1o state that as per Section 33 of The Representation of the People Act, 1951
{herein after the Act) each candidate shall, gither in person or by his proposer, berween the hours
of eleven o'clock in the forenoon and three o’clack in the afiernoon on ot before the date appointed
under Section 30(1) of the Act defiver to the Rewwning Officer a nomination paper completed in
the preseribed form and signed by the candidate and his proposer(s). Rule 4 of the Conduet of
FElections Rules, 1961 nreseribes the form of the nomination paper.

2. Further, Section 33A (2) of the Act inter-alia provides that the candidate or his proposer
shail at the time of delivering the nomination paper under the provisions of Section 33, referred to
above, also deliver 1o the RO an affidavit in the prescribed form. Rule 4A of the 1961 Rules
prescribes the form of affidavit, i.e. Form 26 which is to be sworn by the candidate befare E
Magistrate of the First Class or a Notary.,

3. In the matter of filing of Nomination and affidavit by the candidate or his/her proposer,
before the Returning Officer. the Commission has issued various instructions from time io time
vide the latters listed above. For more clarity and convenience of all the concemned, these
instructions have now been consolidated and exhaustive mstructions are hereby issued in
Supersession of all 41 {forty-one) aforesaid instructions.

4. Right to Information: -
{a} As per Section 33A of the Act, a eandidate shall, apart from any information which he is
required to furnish in his nomination paper shall also fumish the information as to whether-
{iy he is aceused of any offence punishable with imprisenment for two YEAars or more
in a pending case in which a charge has been framed by the court of competent jurisdiction;
Gi) ke has been convicted of an sitence [other than any offence referred 1o in sub-
section (1) or sub-section {2}, or covered in sub-section (3), of section 8] and sentenced to
imprisonment for one YEAr of maore.
(b}  Sub-section {3} of Section 33A further says that the returning officer shail, as sson as may
be after the furnishing of information to him, display the aforesaid information by affixing a copy
of the affidavit at a conspicuous place at his office for the information of the electors relating 1o 3
constituency for which the nomination paper is delivered.
{c) In this context, the Supreme Court vide is Judgment dated 13.09.201 3, in WP {C) No, 121
of 2008 titled Reswgence ludia vs. Election Comm ission of Fidia and others in the matter of filing

of incomplete affidavits by candidates held that the voter has the elementary right to know full
4%
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particulars of a candidate who s 10 represent him in the Parliament/ State Assemblies and such
right to get information is universally recognized as a natural right flowing from the concept of

democracy and is an integral part of Asticle E9(1)(a) of the Constitution of India.

(d)  The Honhle Supreme Court also maintained that the candidates are required to fill up alf
columns in the affidavit and no column can be fefl blank. I no information to be furnished against
any item, appropriate remarks such as NIL' or 'Not Applicable’ or "Not Known', as may be
applicable, shall be indicated in such column,

{ey Accordingly, the Commission has issued directions 1o fhe Returning Officer to check
whether all columns of the affidavie being filed are filled up or not and in case no information is
io be furnished by the candidate, the remarks such as ‘N'L" or ‘Not Applicable' or Not Knowsi', as
may be applicable, shall be indicated in such column, The Returning Officer may take the
assistance of one suitable officer exclusively to check the affidavit. [Fany column is left blank in
the said Affidavit or the information given is vague or illegible then the same should b¢ painted
out immediately through the preseribed chiecklist specifically pointing out the defects and asking

the candidate 1o file fresh affidavit rectifying the defects and with all <olumns completely filled .

8. Tine of Filing of Affidavit: - The requirement of the election laws referred 10
above i5 that the affidavit should be filed along with nomination paper latest by 3,00 pm on the
last date of making nominations, The failure to submit the affidavit by the aforesaid date and time
shall be considered a defect of substantial nature entailing rejection of the nomination at the time
of strutiny. In case the candidate had filed affidavit and the Returning Officer has pointed out,
through cheek list, defect(s) in that affidavit, the fresh affidavit can be filed upte the time of
commencement of scrutiny. If, even after such reminder, a candidate fails to submit fresh affidavit
or files incomplete affidavit by the time of commencement of serutiny, the nomination of such
candidate shall be lisble to be rejected by the Retumning Officer at the time of scrutiny of
nominations,

6. Affidayits to be filed on sta FIp papers: - In pursiance of the judgment of Madras High Court,
in & writ petition (No. 8682 of 2011 and M.P, No. | of 2011), the Commission has directed that
the aftidaviis filed by the candidates should be on stamp paper of such denomination as preseribed
under the Stute Law of the respective State, The minimum denom ination of stamp paper, however,

May vary as the value of stamp paper for affidavits s prescribed under the State Law,

T Cheek List con taining defeets in Nomina tion: - Apart from afl fidavit, the candidate has
to submit other documents 1o support his nomination. In order to ensure ransparency and
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shoukd be displayed in the office of the BDO orin & Panchayat Office within the constituency that
are widely known to the public.

{e)  Part B of Form 26 (abstract of the details given in the alfidavit) filed by the candidates shall
be displayed al specified additiona! public offices such as (1) Collkectorate. {2) Zila Parishad Office,
{3) SDM Office, (4) Panchayat Samiti office (i.e. Block Office), (5) office of Municipal Body ar
bodies in the constituency (6) Tahsil/ Taluka office. and {7) Panchahyat Office. This shall be done
within 5 days of date of withdrawal of candidature, In the Collectorate and Zila Parishad Office,
abstracts of affidavits of all candidates pertaining to all the constituencies in the District shall be
displayed. The abstracts of all the candidates of one con stituency should be displayed together fbr
case ot access. Similarly, if there is more than one constituency in a Sub-Division, abstracts of all
the candidaies in such constituency shall be displaved in SDM’s office,

9. Uploading of Affidavit on the Chief Electoral Officer's website:

() The Commission has directed that the atfidavits in respect of all the candidates, whether
set up by the recognized political parties or unrecognized political parties or independents shall be
pul up on the CEO's website soon after the candidates file the same and strictly within 24 hours
of filing the affidavits. Even if any candidate withdraws his <candidature. the affidavit already

uploaded on the website shall not be removed.

(b} If anyone furnishes information countering the statements made by any candidate in his
affidavit by means of a duly ssvorn and noturized af {idavit, the same may also be uploaded. along
with the affidavit of that candidate, within 24 hours of receiving it. All the affidavits and counter

affidavits received on the last date of mak ing nominations shall be uploaded on the same day.

{oi Al every election. press releases should be issued at the State and District level stating that
alfidavits of the candidates and counter affidavits, if any, are available for the electors 1 see and
clearly mentioning in the press release 'of.i_hci DEO, place(s) at which copies of the affidavits have
been displayed. The press releases should alse make it clear that the affidavits ean also be viewed

on the website, and the path io locate them on the website should alse be mentioned.
513 Multiple affidavits;

(a3 Section 33(6) of the Act states thal any candidaie may be nominated by more than one
nomination paper. A candidate can file m aximum four nomination papers fora constiluency. Such
facility is given under the law enabling him to have options to file his nomination as a candidate
sponsored by political party(ies) or as an independent candidate with same or different proposers.
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B The requirement of law, us provided in sub-section 3 of section 33A of the Representation
of the People Act, 1951, is that the electors of the constituency get the information about the
candidates contesting in that constituency. The requirement of filing affidavit is complete when a
candidate himself or through his proposer submits, before the Returning Officer, a completely
fitled in, duly sworn and notarized affidavit in prescribed form i latest Form 26, within

preseribed time Himit ie. by 3:00 PM on the fast date of making nominations.

{c) It shall be noted that in case a candidate has filed more than one affidavit in a constituency,
the Returning Officer shafl check alf such affidavits. In case either of thie affidavits conforms to
the requirement of proper filing of affidavi, the Returning Officer shall take into cansideration
this fact while deciding his vandidature at the Gime of serutiny of nominations. If one of the
affidavits meets the requirement of filing affidavit and other affidavits are found defective, the
Returning Officer shall not issue nolice to the candidate in respect of the defective affidavits as the

legal requirement of filing an affidavit has already been met in such case,

(dy The Returning Officer ghall display all the affidavits pertaining to that candidate at the
notice hoards across all places as specified in abovementionad paras and upload an the website
with a note that the candidate has filed two or more, as the case may be, affidavits indicating therein
the dates of filing affidavits.

{e) If 4 candidate has filed more than one affidavit and neither of the affidavits is compleie in
all respect, the Returning Officer in such cage shall give notice, in checklist, pointing out defects
in all such individual affidavits and give time for filing revised affidavit by the time of
commencement of scrutiny, The defects in each aflidavit shall be pointed out clearly in different

cheeldists,

{f) There may be some instances where the status of the candidate, so far as it relates 0 the
information in the affidavit, get changed or he himself discovers that some information needs o
be revised. In such case if the candidate files revised affidavit in supersession of his earlior filed
affidavit{s), on his own volition, the enndidate shall give an unde riaking 10 the Retuming Oificer,
that the affidavit bei fig submitted is in supersession of the catlier affidavits) and that the revised
atfidavit shail be taken ino consideration. The Returning Officer shall take into consideration the
latest affidavit accompanied with above said undertaking submitted by the candidate and proceed
for scrutiny of nominations accordingly, Such affidavit shall also be displayed and uploaded on

the CEQ’s website along with the undertaking. The carfier filed af fidavit(s), shall however not be

removed, ;
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H,  The requirement of law as contained in Section 33(A) is met when the affidavits are
displaved at conspicuous places by the Returning Officer. As aforesaid wider dissemination of
affidaviss e uploading on website additional to the requirements of law and consistent with the
Commission’s policy of making the process transparent and informative, Any one may obain
certified copies of the affidavits from the office of the Returning Officer or the District Election
Officer by depositing the requisite foe in this regard,

12, Each page of the Affidavits should be signed by the deponent concerned. In addition, the
affidavits should bear an cach page the stamp of the Notary/Oath Comm isstoner/Magistrate before
whem the Affidavit is sworn. It would be for the Returning Officer to decide the validity of the
atfidavit in Form26,

13, No Dues Certificates:

&) The Delhi High Court in its order dated 07.08.2015 in W.PAC) number 4912/1998 {Krishak
Bharat Vs. Union of India and others), had directed that every candidate at the time of filing
nomination paper shall also file an additional affidavit along with the “No Dues Certificates”
issued from the agencies providing clectricity. water, telephone and accommaodation. in case he/she
had been in occupation of any government accommeodation during the last ten years, Failure 1o file
the additional affidavit along with “No Dues Certi ficate” would be treated as a defect of substantial
nature for the purpose of Section 36 of the Representation of the People Act, 1951,

{b} The Election € ormmission, in pursuance to the above order of the High Court had issued
directions for filing of additionsl affidavit alongwith “No Dues Certificates’ at the time of tling of

nomination by the candidates.

(€} The Form 26 has now been amended and the provision related to “No Dues Certificates”
has been incorporated in Form 26 (under item B). Therefore. there is no requirement fo file
additional affidaviz, however, the candidate is required to furnish requisite information at the
relevant column together with the “No Dues Certificates” from the concerned authorities along
with Form 26 before the Retum ing Officer, No Ducs Certificates are required to be furnished only
by those candidates who have been in occupation of accommodation provided by the government
atany time during the Jast ten years before the date of notification of the current election. The date
of the “No Dues Certificaie® should be the last date of the 3id month prior to the month in which
the election is notified or any date thereafter. it is reiterated that failure 1o submit to the Returning
Officer, “No Dues Certificate™ from the agencies concerned shall be wreated as defect of substantial
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nature for the purpose of seetion 36 of the Representation of the People Act, 1951, The cut-off

time for submitting “No Dues Certificates™ is 3:00 PM on the last date of making nominations.
4. E-Filing of Affidavit

(a)  In order to minimize scope of mistakes in filling details in the aifidavit (Form-26), the
Commission has decided to provide an optional facility to the candidates for making online data
entry of personal details in the nomination paper and in the affidavit. This facility will be available

for the eandidates through the Election Commission's Suvidha porial hitps://fsuvidha.eci griv in.

The online facility for data entry will, however, be closed one day prior to the last date of making
nomingtions.

(by  Physical submission of affidavit filled online- It is 1o he noted that the online entering of
data In the affidavit is to ensure that all the columns in the affidavit are filled up properly and is
complete in all aspect. The affidavit populated with information using the Suvidha portal will be
treated duly submitted only when it’s printout with OR Code s taken and completed in all respects
viz signed in ink, notarized cte, and then hard copy is delivered, physically by the candidate or his
proposer, to the Returning Officer concerned. 1t shall he del ivered to the Returning Officer belween
the hours of 1 1:00 o’clock in the forenoos and 3:00 o’clock in the afternoon on the appointed date
and place, specified by the Returning Officer. For the sake of clarity, it is clarified that only
pirysical Form of affidavit is a statutory document and on-line facility is to enhange case of fil ing
affidavit.

(s Function of Returning Officer- The Retu rning Officer after receiving the affidavit filed
physically by the candidate or his proposer, as the case may he, shall follow the ytandasd projocol
of preliminary checking and issuing of notice in the checklist if' defects are found. Thereafter, the
affiduvit shall be uploaded on the website in the ENCORE portal against the name of that candidate
and also on the CEOs website,

is8. The Commission directs that no document other thun affiduvit, which has not been
presceibed in the Commission's instructions, shall be uploaded on the Commission's portal or
disseminated anywhere, Atiention is invited (o the provisions of Section 37 of THE AADHAAR
(FARGETED DELIVERY OF FINANCIAL AND OTHER SUBSIDIES, BENEFITS AND
SERVICES) ACT, 2016. It is also directed that af such uploaded documents which may contain

Aadhaar details shall be identificd and the related details shall be either removed or masked in the
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16. Period of retention of affidavit:

(a)  The Commission has dirccted that all the affidavits pertaining to an election, whether
general of bye-election, filed before the Returning Officer shall be retained, in physical form, for
a period of six years after the completion of election or till the disposal of election petition, if any

or any other suit/ petition in any court in which any of the declaration made, whichever is later.

(b)  The facility of uploading of affidavits on the website is over and above the statutory
requirement under section 33A of the Act, and therefore, it stands at a different footing. However,
the affidavits uploaded on the website shall also be retained for a period of six years afier the
completion of clection or till the disposal of election petition, if any or any other suit/ petition in

any court in which any of the declaration made, whichever is later,

17.  The above directions shall be brought to notice of all the District Election Officers,
Returning Officers and all other election related authorities and all the registered political parties
having address in the State, including State units of recognized National and State parties, and also

to the contesting candidates, for their information and compliance.

Yours faithfully,

(S.B. JOSIII)
PRINCIPAL SECRETARY
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Originai/ Duplicate

Date and time of filing nomination paper
SL. No. of nomination Paper

i S e A i e e
[ Si. Documenrs Whether filed {(Write Yes/No)
S jif there is any

defectfshortcoming n  the
documents, the same should

- : i be speciﬁedg [
o et ot B0 e [ UL SDeEINe — -
1. | Affidavit in Form 26~ ! ]

_I
|

(a) Whether filed in correct Format?
(b) Whether all columnsg filled up?
(¢} If not, which column(s) are blank (Please specify) ’

(d} Whether the affidavit is sworn before an Oath |

‘ Commissioner or Magistrate of RFirst Class or
before a Notary Public? (

’ () Whether each Page is signed by deponent?

Oath Commissioner?

(g) Whether “No Dues” certificates from agericies
concerned in respect of rent, electricity charges, |I
water charges and telephone charges have been
produced. {Only in case of candidate who has
been allotted govt. accommodation during last 10 J

[ years)? -

{f) Whether each Page bears stamp of Notary or‘
|

2. | Certified extract of electoral roll (when candidate is an |

| elector gtf_a_g@ff_ehr__enﬁt____constitu ency, e i
3. | Form A and B {applicable in the case of candidates set

e __ujz.bm_%i_zica_l_y?ﬂ_@i_____ . i e L o
4. | Copy of caste certificate (if the candidate claims to |

| belong to SC/85T)

'5. | Becurity deposit (whether made)

6. Oath b?gfﬁ_rmatioﬁ I’\-x'ﬁ_eiﬁg EE}'_CEI'H I

SR N e s f_____.._._.._..._ —
B S S

The following documents which have not been filed should be filed as indicated

below: -

(&) S ~————w . should be filed Iatest o7,

5
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(b) Above mentioned columns in the Affidavit in Form 26 have been left blank. You

(o)

must submit a revised Affidavit with columns duly filled up before the

commencement of scrutiny of nominations, failing which the nomination paper
will be liable to be rejected.

—————  should be filed latest by

Signature of RO/ARQ)

Received by me

.....................................

(Signature/ Thumb impression of candidate/ Proposer)

Date & time:
Place:

N.B.

/2

The Affidavit in Form 26 ta be filed latest by 3.00 P.M. on the last date of filing
nominations.

If the affidavit is filed in pre-revised/ incorrect format, the candidate should be
asked to submit affidavit in correct format complete in al respect, latest by 3:00
pm on the last date of filing nominations.

If columns have been left blank in the affidavit in Form 26, this should be
specified against Sr. No, 1. and candidate should be asked to submit an affidavit
complete in all respect, latest by the time fixed for commencement of scrutiny of
nominations. Failure to submit revised affidavit complete in all respects; even
after reminder by RO will be a ground for rejection of the nomination paper.,
Oath has to be taken after filing nomination paper and before the date fixed for
scrutiny.

Certified extract of electoral roll can be filed up to the time of scrutiny.

In case of candidates set up by Political Parties, Form A & Form B have to be filed

B should bear original signature in ink. Photocopies shall not be acceptable. In
case candidate submits photocopies of Form A or Form B or both, the same
should be pointed out at Sr. No. 3 and the candidate should be asked to file
original Form A and Form B, signed in ink, latest by 3:00 PM on the last date of
making nominations.

If “No Duesg” certificate from agencies concerned in respect of rent, eiectr’;city
charges, water charges and telephone charges have not been produced alongwith
affidavit, the candidate shall be asked to submit them by the time fixed for
commencement of serutiny of nominations. Failure to submit “Ng Dues”
Certificate shall be defect of substantial nature, ‘}/
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